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conversations on consciousness and the bicameral mind explains
extends clarifies and presents the latest evidence for julian
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jaynes s theory in a series of highly engaging interviews with
leading thinkers on the theory

national book award finalist this man s ideas may be the most
influential not to say controversial of the second half of the
twentieth century columbus dispatch at the heart of this classic
seminal book is julian jaynes s still controversial thesis that
human consciousness did not begin far back in animal evolution
but instead is a learned process that came about only three
thousand years ago and is still developing the implications of
this revolutionary scientific paradigm extend into virtually
every aspect of our psychology our history and culture our
religion and indeed our future don t be put off by the academic
title of julian jaynes s the origin of consciousness in the
breakdown of the bicameral mind its prose is always lucid and
often lyrical he unfolds his case with the utmost intellectual
rigor the new york times when julian jaynes speculates that
until late in the twentieth millennium bc men had no
consciousness but were automatically obeying the voices of the
gods we are astounded but compelled to follow this remarkable
thesis john updike the new yorker he is as startling as freud
was in the interpretation of dreams and jaynes is equally as
adept at forcing a new view of known human behavior american
journal of psychiatry

why are gods and idols ubiquitous throughout the ancient world
what is the relationship of consciousness and language how is it
that oracles came to influence entire nations such as greece if
consciousness arose far back in human evolution how can it so
easily be altered in hypnosis and possession 1is modern
schizophrenia a vestige of an earlier mentality these are just
some of the difficult questions addressed by julian jaynes s
influential and controversial theory of the origin of subjective
consciousness or the modern mind this book includes an in depth
biography of julian jaynes essays by jaynes and the discussion
and analysis of jaynes s theory from a variety of perspectives
such as clinical psychology philosophy neuroscience anthropology
linguistics and ancient history

does consciousness inevitably arise in any sufficiently complex
brain although widely accepted this view inherited from darwin s
theory of evolution is supported by surprisingly little evidence
offering an alternate view of the history of the human mind
julian jaynes s ideas challenge our preconceptions of not only
the origin of the modern mind but the origin of gods and
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religion the nature of mental illness and the future potential
of consciousness the tremendous explanatory power of jaynes s
ideas force us to reevaluate much of what we thought we knew
about human history gods voices and the bicameral mind both
explains julian jaynes s theory and explores a wide range of
related topics such as the ancient dark age the nature of dreams
and the birth of greek tragedy poetic inspiration the
significance of hearing voices in both the ancient and modern
world the development of consciousness in children vestiges of
bicameralism and the transition to consciousness in early tibet
the relationship of consciousness and metaphorical language and
how jaynes s ideas compare to those of other thinkers

does consciousness inevitably arise in any sufficiently complex
brain although widely accepted this view inherited from darwin s
theory of evolution is supported by surprisingly little evidence
offering an alternate view of the history of the human mind
julian jaynes s ideas challenge our preconceptions of not only
the origin of the modern mind but the origin of gods and
religion the nature of mental illness and the future potential
of consciousness the tremendous explanatory power of jaynes s
ideas force us to reevaluate much of what we thought we knew
about human history gods voices and the bicameral mind both
explains julian jaynes s theory and explores a wide range of
related topics such as the ancient dark age the nature of dreams
and the birth of greek tragedy poetic inspiration the
significance of hearing voices in both the ancient and modern
world the development of consciousness in children vestiges of
bicameralism and the transition to consciousness in early tibet
the relationship of consciousness and metaphorical language and
how jaynes s ideas compare to those of other thinkers

julian jaynes 1976 book the origins of consciousness in the
breakdown of the bicameral mind continues to arouse an
unsettling ambivalence richard dawkins called it either complete
rubbish or a work of consummate genius nothing in between the
present book suggests that the bicameral mind is a phantasm the
dating of the origin of consciousness contradicts archeological
and literary evidence and the theory contributes nothing toward
explaining why some physical states are conscious while others
are not because the nonconscious bicameral brain 1is
neurophysiologically equivalent to the conscious brain however
the author pays tribute to jaynes s work as a work of consummate
genius because it compels us to re evaluate the significance of
humankind s earliest traditions and texts that might shine light
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on the very suspicious totem of evolutionary mythology that
consciousness has evolved continuously and gradually from worms
to man the present book suggests that the evolution of the
relationship between conscioushesses mass energy and spacetime
radically changed nearly 6 000 years ago during the epigenetic
evolutionary degeneration of a little known threadlike structure
originating from the center of the central nervous system called
reissner s fiber the earliest egyptian hebrew indian and chinese
traditions buried beneath the dust of fallen babel and thousands
of years of distortions and disquisings describe this process
during the origin of religion and mystical traditions

in 1976 the late julian jaynes of princeton university published
the groundbreaking the origin of consciousness in the breakdown
of the bicameral mind in which he argued that before the twelfth
century bc the minds of individuals were of a different
neurocultural organisation rather than being consciously self
aware as people nowadays think of it the behavior of our ancient
predecessors was governed by religiously inflected voices and
visions these were produced by a two chambered or bicameral
mentality language areas in the right hemisphere the ruler or
god side organised advice and admonishments and coded them into
hallucinatory experiences that were conveyed over the anterior
commissure to the left hemispheres corresponding language
regions the follower or person side brian j mcveigh a student of
julian jaynes took the opportunity in 1991 to record a series of
informal wide ranging and unstructured discussions with jaynes
considered a controversial maverick of the psychology world
weaving their way in and out of the discussions are the
following themes a clarification of the meaning of consciousness
the relation between linguistics consciousness and language
study as a crucial method to reveal this relation the history of
psychology and its prejudices e g the marginalisation of
consciousness as a research topic ignoring socio historical
aspects of psyche the significance of religion the fraudulence
of freudianism and the overuse vagueness and emptiness of
cognitive and some practical therapeutic implications of jayness
ideas on consciousness this book will appeal to anyone
interested in the emergence of consciousness language and
cognition cultural psychology the history of psychology and the
neurocultural transformation of our species a glossary of names
provides useful historical context presenting a series of wide
ranging and thought provoking conversations with julian jaynes
who was one of the most insightful and original thinkers of the
twentieth century discussions with julian jaynes constitutes an
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important contribution to the growing literature on jaynes and
his ideas

why did many religious leaders moses old testament prophets
zoroaster claim they heard divine voices why do ancient
civilizations exhibit key similarities e g the living dead
treating the dead as if they were still alive speaking idols
care and feeding of effigies monumental mortuary architecture
and houses of gods pyramids ziggurats temples how do we explain
strange behaviour such as spirit possession speaking in tongues
channelling hypnosis and schizophrenic hallucinations are these
lingering vestiges of an older mentality brian j mcveigh answers
these riddles by updating bicameralism first proposed by the
psychologist julian jaynes this theory postulates that an
earlier mentality existed a human the brain s left hemisphere
heard voices of gods or ancestors the brain s right hemisphere
therefore ancient religious texts reporting divine voices were
recounting of audio visual hallucinations a method of social
control when early populations expanded as growing political
economic complexity destabilized god governed states in the late
second millennium bce divine voices became inadequate eventually
humans had to culturally acquire new cognitive skills modern
religions to accommodate increasing social pressures selves
replaced the gods and history witnessed an inward turn this
psychological interiorization of spiritual experience laid the
foundations for the world s great religions and philosophies
that arose in india china greece and the middle east in the
middle of the first millennium bce

a dictionary of hallucinations is designed to serve as a
reference manual for neuroscientists psychiatrists psychiatric
residents psychologists neurologists historians of psychiatry
general practitioners and academics dealing professionally with
concepts of hallucinations and other sensory deceptions

please note this is a companion version not the original book
sample book insights 1 we feel very certain that consciousness
is the basis of concepts learning and reasoning but upon closer
inspection all of these statements are false they are the
misconceptions that have prevented a solution to the problem of
the origin of consciousness 2 the distinction between reactivity
and consciousness 1is important in everyday life we are
constantly reacting to things without being conscious of them we
are only conscious of what we are reacting to from time to time
3 consciousness is a much smaller part of our mental life than
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we are aware of we cannot be aware of what we are not aware of
the timing of consciousness is also an interesting question when
we are awake do we always feel like we are conscious 4
consciousness 1is often unnecessary and it can be quite
undesirable we are constantly performing complex tasks without
being aware of them and this is how we live our lives

fire and brimstone bellowing prophets and a good dose of old
fashioned sermonizing these are the images the bible brings to
mind but this assortment of sacred writings in particular the
old testament is more than a collection of colorful allegories
or miracles and morals mythology though written in the first
millennium bce these holy writings are a nostalgic recounting of
a lost super religious mentality that characterized the bronze
age the psychology of the bible explores how the old testament
provides perspective into the tumultuous transition from an
earlier mentality to a new paradigm of interiorized psychology
and introspective religiosity that came to characterize the
first millennium bce by examining the old testament s historical
background and theopolitical context utilizing 1linguistic
analysis and applying systems and communication theory this book
interprets biblical passages through a new lens it analyzes
divine voices visions and appearances of heavenly messengers
angel and prophets as neurocultural phenomena and explains why
they were so common this book also answers why definitions of
god changed so radically illuminates the divinatory role of
idols and other oracular aids e g the ark of the covenant
provides a framework for appreciating why wisdom Lliterature
became so significant and clarifies the linkages among music
poetry and inspiration

this study offers information about the claims and beliefs of
the new age as well as background to the physical biological
neurophysiological cultural anthropological psychological and
guantum theoretical facts that are part of discussions of this
form of holistic spirituality

together these stories show how an overtly localizationalist and
physicalist neuroscience a neuroscience embracing a mind or soul
divided by a surgeon s blade became a cognitive and symbolic
resource for the construction of worldviews both secular and
sacred and for the blurring of boundaries between the two in
late twentieth century america

this collection of books and essays reveals wilber s vision of
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the essential truths of east and west applying them to a wide
range of fields from art of psychoanalysis medicine to sociology
and religion to evolutionary theory

an award winning sociologist s fascinating and excellent history
of the origins of the great religions from the stone age to the
modern age newsweek in discovering god rodney stark surveys the
birth and growth of religions around the world from the
prehistoric era of primal beliefs the history of the pyramids
found in iraq egypt mexico and cambodia and the great axial age
of plato zoroaster confucius and the buddha to the modern
christian missions and the global spread of islam he argues for
a free market theory of religion and for the controversial
thesis that under the best unimpeded conditions the true most
authentic religions will survive and thrive many modern
biologists and psychologists claim that religion is a primitive
survival mechanism that should have been discarded as humans
evolved that in modern societies faith is a misleading crutch
and an impediment to reason stark responds to this position
arguing that it is our capacity to understand god that has
evolved that humans now know much more about god than they did
in ancient times winner of the 2008 christianity today award of
merit in theology ethics

the aim of this book is to illustrate the state of the art on
the scientific exploration of the cerebral bases of
consciousness through the presentation of exemplar neurological
and psychiatric disorders affecting consciousness these include
sleep problems drug induced anaesthesia coma and vegetative
states epilepsy alzheimer s disease psychiatric disassociative
disorders implications for treatment and management of such
disorders are not overlooked

a hundred years ago the writer and philosopher william james
wrote the varieties of religious experience a seminal work that
has inspired generations of scholars and eccentrics alike james
s book argues that the religious spirit in man is best
understood through the study of its most extreme forms varieties
was a watershed effort a bestselling portrait of history s
pluralism and a defense of the spiritual quest in all its guises
against the era s increasingly secular sentiments today with all
the old tensions between skeptics and believers still in place j
¢ hallman pays homage to james s exploration of offbeat
religious movements but where james relied on the testimony and
biographies of prophets and mystics hallman travels directly to
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some of america s newest and most unusual religions trekking
from druid circles in the mossy hills of northern california to
the gleaming mother church of scientology from lurid satanic
cellars in undisclosed locations to a professional wrestling
ministry in the fundamentalist heart of texas along the way he
participates in a variety of rites and reports on a broad
spectrum of beliefs eventually hallman adopts james as his
patron saint spiritual adviser and intellectual companion on the
journey that will culminate in the creation of this book a
compelling combination of adventure and biography spotted with
hair raising predicaments and rife with poignant portraits of
unforgettable characters including william james himself the
devil is a gentlemanmaps the spiritual contours of modern
american pluralism and examines the life and legacy of one of

its most profound architects
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knowledge and
entertainment
without the cost.
But what makes these
sites so valuable,
and where can you
find the best ones?
Let's dive into the
world of free ebook
sites.

Benefits of Free
Ebook Sites

When it comes to
reading, free ebook
sites offer numerous
advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost,
they save you money.
Buying books can be
expensive,
especially if you're
an avid reader. Free
ebook sites allow
you to access a vast
array of books
without spending a
dime.

Accessibility

These sites also
enhance
accessibility.
Whether you're at
home, on the go, or
halfway around the
world, you can
access your favorite
titles anytime,
anywhere, provided
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you have an internet
connection.

Variety of
Choices
Moreover, the

variety of choices
available is
astounding. From
classic literature
to contemporary
novels, academic
texts to children's
books, free ebook
sites cover all
genres and
interests.

Top Free Ebook
Sites

There are countless
free ebook sites,
but a few stand out
for their quality
and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is
a pioneer in
offering free
ebooks. With over
60,000 titles, this
site provides a
wealth of classic
literature in the
public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to
have a webpage for

every book ever
published. It offers
millions of free
ebooks, making it a
fantastic resource
for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows
users to search and
preview millions of
books from libraries
and publishers
worldwide. While not
all books are
available for free,
many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a
large selection of
free ebooks in
various genres. The
site is user-
friendly and offers
books in multiple
formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes
in free textbooks
and business books,
making it an
excellent resource
for students and
professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks
safely is crucial to
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avoid pirated
content and protect
your devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable
sites to ensure
you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated
ebooks not only harm
authors and
publishers but can
also pose security
risks.

Ensuring Device
Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep
your devices updated
to protect against
malware that can be
hidden in downloaded
files.

Legal
Considerations

Be aware of the
legal considerations
when downloading
ebooks. Ensure the
site has the right
to distribute the
book and that you're
not violating
copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook
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Sites for
Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for
educational
purposes.

Academic
Resources

Sites like Project
Gutenberg and Open
Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including
textbooks and
scholarly articles.

Learning New
Skills

You can also find
books on various
skills, from cooking
to programming,
making these sites
great for personal
development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling
parents, free ebook
sites provide a
wealth of
educational
materials for
different grade
levels and subjects.

Genres Available
on Free Ebook
Sites

The diversity of
genres available on
free ebook sites
ensures there's
something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless
classics to
contemporary
bestsellers, the
fiction section is
brimming with
options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction
enthusiasts can find
biographies, self-
help books,
historical texts,
and more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide
range of subjects,

helping reduce the

financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers
can find a plethora
of children's books,
from picture books
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to young adult Maximizing Your Limitations
novels. Ebook Experience

Despite the
Accessibility To make the most out benefits, free ebook

Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often
come with features
that enhance
accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer
audiobooks, which
are great for those
who prefer listening
to reading.

Adjustable Font
Sizes

You can adjust the
font size to suit
your reading
comfort, making it
easier for those
with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech
features can convert
written text into
audio, providing an
alternative way to
enjoy books.

Tips for
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of your ebook
reading experience,
consider these tips.

Choosing the
Right Device

Whether it's a
tablet, an e-reader,
or a smartphone,
choose a device that
offers a comfortable
reading experience
for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps
to organize your
ebook collection,
making it easy to
find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms
allow you to sync
your library across
multiple devices, so
you can pick up
right where you left
off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and

sites come with
challenges and
limitations.

Quality and
Availability of
Titles

Not all books are
available for free,
and sometimes the
quality of the
digital copy can be
poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how
you use the ebooks
you download,
limiting sharing and
transferring between
devices.

Internet
Dependency

Accessing and
downloading ebooks
requires an internet
connection, which
can be a limitation
in areas with poor
connectivity.

Future of Free
Ebook Sites

The future looks
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promising for free
ebook sites as
technology continues
to advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in
technology will
likely make
accessing and
reading ebooks even
more seamless and
enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand
internet access
globally will help
more people benefit
from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational
resources become
more digitized, free
ebook sites will
play an increasingly
vital role in
learning.

Conclusion

14

In summary, free
ebook sites offer an
incredible
opportunity to
access a wide range
of books without the
financial burden.
They are invaluable
resources for
readers of all ages
and interests,
providing
educational
materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility
features. So why not
explore these sites
and discover the
wealth of knowledge
they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites
legal? Yes, most
free ebook sites are
legal. They
typically offer
books that are in
the public domain or
have the rights to
distribute them. How
do I know if an
ebook site is safe?
Stick to well-known

and reputable sites
like Project
Gutenberg, Open
Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews
and ensure the site
has proper security
measures. Can I
download ebooks to
any device? Most
free ebook sites
offer downloads in
multiple formats,
making them
compatible with
various devices like
e-readers, tablets,
and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites
offer audiobooks?
Many free ebook
sites offer
audiobooks, which
are perfect for
those who prefer
listening to their
books. How can I
support authors if I
use free ebook
sites? You can
support authors by
purchasing their
books when possible,
leaving reviews, and
sharing their work
with others.
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